Partly cloudy and colder
tomorrow.

ending 2 p.m.: Highest, 50,

Full report on page 14.

WEATHER.

Temperaturs for twenty-four hours

yesterday; lowest, 37, at 8§ a.m. today.

tonight and

at 3:50 p.m.

CLOSING NEW YORK STOCKS PAGE 14.
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* CHECK USE F CODE
AND INVSBLE NKS
* TOREACH GERMANY

Treasury Officials Discover
* Extensive Traffic in Com-
munications to Enemy.

SWEDISH MARINE MEN
SAID TO BE OFFENDERS

Organized Scheme Suspected Among
Neutral Subjects and Some
American Citizens.

An extensive traffie in written com-
munications to Germany, Anstria and
the northern European neutrals, involv-
ing use of jnvisible ink and code sys-
tems, has been discovered and stopped
by customs officials within the last few
weeks, Treasury officials disclosed to-

day.

The traffic was carried on largely by
Swadish ships and marine men.

Scores of persons now are under sur-
veillance and a number of arrests
probably will be made soon. Evidence
that the channels of communications
have been open ever since the United
States entered the war has been un-
covered, and officials suspect that much
of the information which the German
government is known to have recelved
.concerning war preparations in Amer-
ica have been transmitted under a well
organized scheme, directed by subjects
of neutral countries, assisted by some
Americans.

Invisible Ink Used.

Twenty per cent of the letters written in
the United States or on shipboard and
heretofore sent to by messenger
or by a member of the ship's crew have
been found to bear messages in invisible
ink, or to contain code or cryptic phrases
suspected of holding hidden meaning.
* The discoveries were made by customs
officials foliowing promulgation several
weeks ago of regulations under the trad-
ing-with-the-enemy dct forbidding trans-

iszion of ications to or from the
United States except through the regular
courze of the maiis or under license of
customs authorities and the war trade

When the rules weras established a strict
system of inspection of shi their crews
and cargoes was established, and the

us nature of many communications
found on was immediately dis-
covered.

Examination Before Landing.

Before incoming ships were per-
mitted to dock crews were mustered
and their clothing and' other personal
effects examined carefully. Shore leave
was given only by special license, and
every precaution taken to insure
against secret passage of lettera from
the vessel to shore.

This action, taken suddenly, without
notice to the crews, caused the dis-
covery of many letters which thereto-
fore had been successfully concealed.

These were subjected to examination
by chemists and code experts, and one
in five was found suspicious.

Most messages in invisible ink ap-
parently were only personal communi-
cations from persons in the United
States to friends or relatives In Ger-
many, and although superficially they
bore no evidence of carrying valuable
information to the enemy, they were
held up on the ground that they might
be dangerous.

Government agents have gathered
evidence that certzin persons in this
country. many of whom are Swedes or
Norwegians, have conducted a money-
making scheme of transmitting letlers
to the northern FEuropean neutral
countries or to Germany, at high
prices. By this means the British ecen-
sorship in many cases was evaded.

" GIOLITTI IS OPPOSED
TO A SEPARATE PEACE

ROME, December 20.—Giovanni Gilo-
1ittl, ex-premler and former minister
of the interior, today in the chamber
of deputies, in answering an accusa-
tlon of pacifism made by Deputy
Pirolini, said:

I deny absolutely the comparison
made of me a&s the Caillaux of Italy.
The fundamental difference between us
is that I never believed, nor will be-
lieve, In the possibility of a separate
peace or a peace not approved by our
gllies. Also permit me to say that when
the enemy is on our soil the chamber of
deputies should not offer a spectacle
of discord.”

DARING RESCUE AT SEA.

Man Lowered Fifty Feet by Rope
Saves Lighthouse Keeper.

COHASSET, Mass., December 22.—An
unusual rescue from the sea was ef-
* fected yesterday when Capt. Octavius
Reamey, keeper of Minot's light, was
hauled up fifty feet from the water to
the lighthouse door. Capt. Reamey
had just returned from the mainland
with a supply of provisions and fuel
,when his motor boat was overturned
and sunk by the waves breaking over

the base of the lighthouse, Assistant
Keeper Whitman was lowered on a
rope held by two companions, seized
Reamey, who was struggling in the
water, and the two were drawn up to
safety.

Chinese Expelled From Austria.
BERN, Switzerland, December
Forty-five Chinamen, expelled from
Austria on account of China's declara-

tion of war against that country, ar-
rived here toduy on their way
Paris.

Minister in Brazil Resigns; Refused

-

RIO JANEIRO, December 22.—Nijlo
Pecanha, foreign minister, presented

his resignation to Fresldent Braz yes-
incident in

10
The presi-
dent declined to Accept the minister's

that his

terday on account of an

the chamber of deputies relating
domestic political afMairs,

resignation on the ground
services were indispensable,

EKongkong Sends $50,000 to Halifax

OTTAWA, Ontario, December 22 ppn

appropriation of approximately 50,000
', by the legislative council in Hongkong
rgons suffering from
ifax is announced in
a Reuter newsa dispatch recelved here

1 for the relief of
the disaster in

today from Hongkong.
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WILL LT PRES
FOR STAPLE FOODS

Federal Administrator Wil-
son’s Plan to Discourage Ex-
action of Unfair Profits.

BENEFIT OF D. C. CONSUMER

Clarence R. Wilson, federal food ad-
ministrator for the Distriet of Colum-
bia, announeed today that shortly after
Christmas he will begin publication of
price lists for staple articles of food in

Washington.

The lists will glve the wholesale
prices to retailers and prices at which
retailers should sell to consumers.
Whether the latter will be minimum
cash-and-carry prices or average fair
prices is & detail yet to be determined.
Mr. Wilson hopes to have the initial
publication ready mnot later than Janu-
ary 1. The lists will be revised at fre-
quent intervals, commodities added and
the prices kept up to date. )
It is expected these lists will be of
great value to housewives. Not only
will they be effective discouragers of
any retailers disposed to exact unfair
profits, but they will enable the con-
sumer to study the commodities market
as a whole and substitute lower-priced
for higher-priced articles. The lists
also will show available substitutes for
those articles the supply of which the
food administration is seeking to con-
serve and the prices at which the sub-
stitutes may be had.

Difficulties Encountered.

One of the difficulties in persuading
the public to practice substitution has
been that whenever use of a substitute
was advoecated it frequently advanced
to unreasonable prices. Corn meal is
an illustration. Despite the greatest
corn crop ever harvested, corn meal has
been higher than in pormal years, ex-
ceeding flour in price per pound. Re-
lief for this situation now is in sight
Mr. Wilson received information this
morning from wholesalers that corn
meal has been dropping steadily in
price for & week or meore, and now is
being sold to retailers in Washington
at 5 cents a pound. This shounld give a
retail price to consumers of not more
than 5% or 6 cents for meal sold in
bulk. Some dealers still are charging
7 to 8 cents for Toose meal and as high
as 10 cents for package goods. Unless
they reduce prices soon they will be
asked to explain to the food adminis-
trator.

Fair Price for Rolled Oats.

Another Inquiry conducted by Mr.
Wilson's office has disclosed the fact
that relled oats should retall In Wash-
ington in bulk at about § cents a pound.
Rolled oats in packages cost 10 to 12
cents. The bulk goods, it is claimed,
are equally good. At 6 cents a pound
rolled oats are sbout as cheap a food
as may be had, besides being palatable
and highly nourishing. Rolled oats and
milk or cream with a little fruit will
give a fair-sized family a goond break-
fast at a cost of nmot more than 10 or
15 eents. Raw apples cut up and eaten
};; rt;hea oatmeal is a highly appetizing

sh. ’

Bean Situation Investigated.

Relief from high prices for beans
spoon will be in sight, Mr. Wilson be-
lieves. He has had a committee at
work making an investigation of the
soy bean situation, and it has been
found there is an available supply in
the country at about half the price of
the ordinary navy or white beans. Mr.
Wilson fs bending his efforis now
toward getting an adequate supply of
the so¥ beans in Washington. It is
expected they will retail for 10 to 12
cents a pound. The soy bean is de-
clared to be in every way a satisfactory
substitute for the navy bean, it being
almost Impossible to distinguish a dif-
ference when they are cooked.

STORY OF SINKING, AN ERROR.

Steamer City of Naples Struck
Mine, Not Torpedo Victim.

AN ATLANTIC PORT, December 22,
—The British steamship City of Naples,
reported a few days ago to have heen
sunk by a torpedo off the Eritish coast
while under convoy of destrovers, ar-
rived here today. It was learned the
vessel was not attacked by a U-boat
but struck a mine and her officers,
fearing she was seriously damaged, put
back to a British port. There an ex-
aminetion showed the effect of the ex-
plosion was negligible and the ship
resumed her vovage.

An American vessel, which was in
the same convoy with the City of
Naples, brought the story of the Brit-
jsh ship's supposed sinking. The acci-
dent occurred on November 5, when the
fleet was five days out from port.

Karl Muck Cancels Chicago Concert.
CHICAGO, December 22 —Karl Muck,
conductor of the Boston Symphony Or-

a

to give a concert here Februaty It

appear. A representative of the or-
chestra, who made a trip through the
middle west, requested that the concert
be canceled, It was sajd.

Champ Clark and Wife On Trip.

Champ Clark, Speaker of the House,
accompanied by Mrs. Clark, will leave
tomorrow night for New Orleans tn
vigit their daughter and grandchild,

Infantry. The Speaker will return
time for the reassémbling of Congress,

in

Reader, Attention

The Star’s tremendous cir-
culation dominates the atten-
tion of Washingtonians in
the afternoon and evening.

: YESTERDAY'S
CIRCULATION:

Friday, Dec. 21.......97,622
Same day last year....79,358

—

Gain.....«........18,264

The Star has far greater
reader attention in the homes
than all other Washington
newspapers combined.

Yin a patriotic splrit, but this sole, but
| soulless, monopoly i= in terror that the

chestra, will not keep his engagement | hysiness will
| are increased.
was announced today by the manage- |

ment of the theater at which he was to |

They will be joined there by their son, |
Lieut. Col. Bennett Clark, United States|”®

PHONE USERS T0LD
RATES WILL GO UP

Company Sends Out Notices
Increase May Become Ef-
fective January 1.

DOES NOT AWAIT RULING

Notice of its intention to put its pro-
posed new rates into effeet Janunary 1
next, “or as soon thereafter as approved
by the publie utilities commission,” has
been served on its subseribers by*the

Chesapeake and Potomae Telephone
Company.

This action, regarded by many as an
undue anticipation by the company of

the commission’s ruling on its rata in-
crease application, produced jmmediate
protests today.

Complaints reaching the commission
characterized the notice as an “effron-
tery,” as an attempt to terminate con-
tracts without due regard for the com-
mission and as placing the corporation
and its officers "in contempt of eourt.”

The public utilities eommission, how-

ever, did not 5o regard the matter, as it
had approved the sending out of the|
notice. |

Commissioner Gardiner said that the|
notice would have no effect whatever|
if the changes in tariffs sought by the|
company were not approved by the com-
mission.

In other words, subscribers will get
more than the customary ten-day notice
required for the termination of their
contracts, if the proposed rates are au-
thorized, and if the company's applica-
tion is denied by the commission the
notice will be without efTebt.

It is certain that the new rates, if
rranted, will not go into effect Janu-
ary 1, beeause the commission will not
have finished consideration of the com-
pany’s application by that time. In
fact. eross-examination of the witnesses
who testified as to the necessity for
increasing rates if the company is not
to aperate at a loss during the com-
ing year will not begin until after the
first of the vear.

The notice to subscribers is as fol-
lows:

Notice Sent to Subscribers.

“In the great increase in all lines of
endeavor which the war has brought to
Washington, the telephone company has
found it necessary greatly to enlarge
its plant and working forces.

“The company has done and is doing
all things possible to meet the enormous
femands that have been made upon it,
but, even so, the ever-inereasing tide of
tiletn_hane (IraIIing has taxed us up to and
a imes bevond our capacit roperly
to handle the trafiic, s Ay

“"We have as a means to improving and
proteciing the service decided, among
other things, on certain rate readjust-
mernts which will become effective Janu-
ary 1, 1818, or as soon thereafter ns ap-
glr:;-ed by the Publie Utilities Commis-
" "“In order that the benefit of such|
changes may relieve the present situa-
tion at the earliest possible moment,
this is notice to you that the contract
you now hold will be terminated Janu-
ary 1, 1018, and thereafter the service
furnished you will be charged for at
the new rates so approved by the com-
mission. Until the rates be so ap-
proved you will continue to pay at the

STATE PAY RAISED
EVEN IN EAST AFRICA

This in the way they meet the
high cost of living in the prov-
ince of Mozambique, East Africa.

Owing to the great advance In
prices, Consul Jewell, Lourenco
Mnarques, Portuguese East Afrien,
writes the commerce department,
the loeal movernment has in-
creaned the salnries of all ity em-
ployes who were paid under 1,500
escudos ($1,89453) per annum,

The increuses In nome cases
have smounted to 45 per cenl
says the consul. The resultant
excesn of expenditore over the
budget estimate for salaries is in
roand figures %313,200.

To meet this new expense the
government has incrensed the
feen for licenses for bars, can-
teenn, kioskn, etc., the telegraph
anid telephone rates and the ex-
port tax on mugar and has es-
tablished a “military” tax. !

IASSES OF CERMANS
LTERALY STARVI

rates prescribed in your said present
contract. As soon as the new rates
shall have been approved by the com-
misgion sou will be promptly notified |
80 that You may have an apportun!l}‘ to|
change your class of service, should |
you so0 elecw Should you require fur-

ther information, please call Mai
12060." : tin
uUne of the first protests to be re-

celved by the commission, as a result
of the- sending out of this notice,
reached that body today from Jesse L.
Heiskell.

Complaint to Commission.

“I have refrained from attending the
puilic nearings before the commission
of thisz corpordtion for the simple rea-
son that T feel that the commission is
alive to the situafion, and that the
plaint or complaint of this monopoly
is well understood,” said Mr. Heiskell
irs' part.

1 say ‘monopoiy’ because it has no
competitors and the facts are that
telephone rates have been persistently
and consistently inereased without, 1
maintain, an improvement of service.
Thiz monopoly, whose properties have
not heen valued under the law au-
thorizing the public utillties commis-
sion to wvalue same and whose rates
have not been filxed or reguniated by
your commission, selzed upon prezent
abnormal conditions to extort more
pay from the subscribers and ask wvour
asgistance in =0 doing,

“The public utilities commission
has been regulating, more or less, the
zervice of every other public utility,

many of which have some campetition.
The Chesapeake aond Potomae Tele-
phone Company has none. 1. there-
fore, submit that the publie—ie., the
business publle—are suffering equally
with the telephone company in in-

creased cost of doing business and are
bearing theirsufferings and saerifices

| whole machinery of government and
suffer unless its profits

“I submit that the notice inclozed is
an effrontery to your commission; an
| witempt to terminate contracts and
| ¢hange rates and service in advance
of and without regard for your com-
mission. Verily, this eorporation and
its officers are in ‘contemplt of court'
While in principie opposed to govern-
ment ownership of public uwtilities, 1

submit that if there be one public util-
ity thats the government should com-
mandeer, especially at this time, and
aperate in the interest of the peaple of
the country, it is the C. and P. Tele-
phone Company and all other telemhone
companies in the confines of the Unlted
| States"

| James 1. Crawford, another complain-
cant, states in a letter to the commission
thit “about ten yeurs ago, when the com-
pany was trying to expand its business,
the householders of this city were impor-
tuned by solicitors to put phones in their
homes, and the inducement of three
months' free service was offered for either
a measured service or flat rate, well know-
ing that the measured service woudl nol be
satisfactory. That it is not satisfactory 1s
attested by the overwhelming preponder-
ance of single-party phones in the homes
of the city.

“The telephone company has spent
considerable money in  extending its
service and expanding its business, but
its profits on this cutlay should come
from the new business and not from a
general ralse in Its rates or a change
in the class of its service. The revenue
from the expansion of the business
should pay for the expansion, and the
company should not expect to be re-
imbursed in cash for its outlay.

“While it s true that the company
iz under a greatly increased expense in
furnishing the service, still it is in re-
ceipt of an enormously Increaszed reve-
nue from the expansion, while the serv-
jee iteelf is getting less and less satis.
factory each day.

“For these reasons I protest against
any raise in the rates for private dwel-
lings and any change from unlimited to
measured service. For the service ac-
tually rendered, the rates should hbe
eut, not raised, and measured service
in homes is not and néver will be sntis-

“We Iight Have Catastrophe in
Month,” Declares Berlin
Vorwaerts.

By the Assorviated Press.

LONDON, December —According to
a BReuter's dizpatch from Amsterdam,
Vorwaerts of Berlin, in a plain-spoken
attack on the system of Herr von Wal-
dow, the German food controller, de-
elares that great masses of German
people not only are hungry, bt are
literally starving. The paper adds that
agricultural producers and rich resi-
dents in towns are living in plenty, as
hoarding is no longer prohibited.
“Every war profiteer and millionaire,”
says'.the paper, “has his kitchen and
cellar full of ham and bacon, the mid-

dle class secks a precarious exlstence,
spending all it possesses on food, but
40,000,000 of the masses are starving
and are unlikely to sit silent.

“We might have within a month an
absolute catasrophe in Ggfmany and a
collapse even worse than Russian, re-
gulting in a German defeat and loss
of the war.”

DRAFTED MEN ADDED
10 PERSHING'S FORGE

All Divisions of American Army
Now Part of Troops Some-
where in France.

a0

BY JUNTLS B. WOOD.
The Evening Star and

Chicagoe Daily Yews. Copyright, 1917,

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY 1IN
FRANCE, December 22.—All divisions
of the American Army -— Regulars,
former Naftional Guardsmen and Na-
tional Army men—are now represent-
ed in France, several companies of the
men chosen under the selective draft
having arrived. They will be engaged
in construction work at the bases.

The men were selected through the
card index system in Washington, ac-
ecording to their experience fitting them
for the particular task in hand. Though
the men are escellent phyaical speci-
mens, they are easily distinguished
from the other classes here who have
acquired the swing and appearance of
soldiers. i h

A striking characteristie is their
eosmopolitanism, Merely n glance at
them shows that they come from about
all the pations and races entering the
American meiting pot.

(3én. Pershing has great falth In the
value of the National Army on account
of the many men in it who are highly
trained in warious trades and profee-
slons. Hitherto, it has been necessary
to train soldiers when skilled work
was required.

Hopeful of Irish Question Future.

DUBLIN, Friday, December 21.—In a
speech here tonight in which he dealt
with the probable results of_the Irish
convention, Sir Horace Plunkett, chair-
man of the convention, was hopeful for
the future. He said that while he was

unable as yet to promise a unanimous
report, the convention had agreed on
so many points that it would certainly
lezve the Irish question better than it

Cablegram 1o

| tastory.”

had found it.

Great Fire in Krupp Works
Is Reported by Workmen

Flames Raging for Twenty-Four Hours in Kaiser’s
Large Gun Factory, Says Report Sent Out
of Holland Yesterday.

By the Associated Press,

MAESTRICHT, Holland, F

riday, December British ad-

21,

miralty, per Wireless Press—Workmen from Escen, Germany, say

that the Krupp plant, the great German munitions establishment, has |

been ablaze for twenty-four hours.

The plant at Essen, the main establish-
ment of the Krupps, the largest manu-
facturers in Germany of arms and muni-
tions, emploved about 30,000 men before
the war. It has been expanded greatly
during the war. Facts relating to Its
present size and the number of workmen

FEATURES
AND FICTION

R i e
“CHRISTMAS IN A DUGOUT,”
by SERGT. ARTHUR GUY EM-
PEY—An enthralling account of
Christmas eve In the front line
trenches, It gives an idea of what
some of our soldiers may face this
Christmas.
S PO SDg
ABE AND MAWRUSS DISCUSS
HPpYTTING THE SPURT IN EX-
PERTS"—Of course, It's a Potash
and Perimutter story, by MONTA.-
GUE GLASS.
oSl et
“CONGRESSMEN TELL OF
THEIR TRIP TO THE BATTLE
LINES IN FRANCE"—An interest-
ing account of what an unofficlal
committee of congressmen saw a
few weeks ago in the war zone.
el =ty
4THE POILU'S DREAM ON
CHRISTMAS EVE"—A remarkable
war story from the French.
WEHBHEHEREHEMEE D
“pPALESTINE AS THE HOME
OF THE RESTORED JEWISH
NATION,” by CHARLES M. PEP-
PER.
Relelan el
“THE RUBBER DAGGER,” by
ARTHUR B. REEVE—A Craig
Kennedy detective story.
WIS PP
“MOBILIZING THE MOTOR CAR
IN UNCLE SAM'S WAR WORK,"”
by FRANK G. CARPENTER.
Lo Sl B s
“THE RAMBLER WRITES OF
THE AVENUE CARNIVAL IN
1871."" %
Rt e S g
“VEE GOES OVER THE TOP,”
by SEWELL FORD—AnN unusually
amusing Torchy story.
el B B
“REVIEWS OF THE NEW
BOOKS."
refrgrddnndndndnii
“opbD CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS
OF POLAND BEFORE THE

5
WART  ssecsssens
“eHRIST CHURCH, WASHING-

TON, I8 CENTER OF MODERN
COMMUNITY SERVICE.”

STERLING HEILIG WRITES OF
CHRISTMAS WITH OUR SOL-
DIERS IN FRANCE.

TEPPODHOD

“WOMEN AND GIRLE AS IN-

NER DEFENSES OF THE NA-

TION.”
SO EDhEED
WASHINGTON BOY, “GASSED"”
AND SUFFERING FROM SHELL
SHOCK, TELLS OF AMBULANGE
WORK AT THE BATTLE FRONT.

BESBAS PR
You WIll Find These Storles To-
morrow In the Speclal Features
Section of The

Sunrlay Star

are kept secret by the German govarn-
ment. It was reported unofficially in
Cetober of last year that about 70,000
persons, includinz several thousand
women, were at work there, and that
20,000 were to be added to the force, .
t_hE“l'Y this year ::f;e was a strike at

e Krupp wor to 1
doe lam_c_:k D fml-u. have b.een due

It was reported that 40,009 workers
werg involved and that the authori-
ties  combated it by sending many
of the mien to the front, but lttle
authentic information was permitted to
come out of Germanys

Essen is in Rhenish Prussia about
foirty milea from the Dwutch horder,
places in Germany are guarded more
carefully. No persons unknown to the
German authorities are permitted to
visit the town. The plant has been
raided several times by French and
British airmen notwithstanding  its
+Tormidable anti-aircraft defenses. Pross
dispatches last July said 100 persons
there had been killed in a raid by
French afrplanes and that considera-
ble damage had been done to the works.

INVESTIGATORS T0 REST

Senate Committees to Cease Activi-
ties Until After Christ-
mas,

‘Senar_ars now conducting investiga-
tions of various government activities
in connection with the war, and into
transportation questions, prepared to-
day to lay down their labors untit alter
Christmas. -

The Interstate commerce committea
of which Senator Newlands is chair-
man, which has been ordered to investi-
gate the proposald of the Inteérstate
.Commerce Commission with relation to
railroads, is not to meet again until
Wednesday. When it does meet it iz not
likely that any active steps will
taken In the investigation ow
fact the President has urged
mittee to keep its hands off
has an opportunity to send a
to Congress on the railroad s
which he plans to do after t
days.

The Senate military affairs

e i co
which is Investizating the act
the War Department, w
bors this afternoon ur
also.

The subcommittes of the Sen

r senat -
mittee on manufactures Envesai;:{;rr?g
the sugar and coal shortages will quit
;oti:;y;ninl Friday. Herbert . Hoover,
ood administrator, Is expe
fy at that time, R i

This afternoon the Senate com
committee, Senator Fletcher, (:hai‘rnn?j;(l:le
:‘l]l stop its hearings until Wednes-
ay.

S he
Ing to the
the com-
until he
message
ituation,
he holi-

mmittea,
; ivites of
ill cease jts 1a-
1til Wednesday

SALEM, OHIO, BANK ROBBED,

Safe Blown and  Between $12,500

and $15,000 in Securities Taken.

SALEM, ' Ohlo, December 22 —The
outer door of the safe in the Farmers'
State Bank was blown open by rohbers
early today and between $12,500 and
$15,000 in bonds and negotiable paper
and $50 in cash secured.

Bank officials
door of the safe,c:::;o\:rb?erﬁ:rt?beah;ggt
bers secured the money from the inner
compagtment will not be known until

a safe expert arrives and o
inner door. Eenasing
\

———
HELD FOR BANK ROBBERY,

Three Suspects and Driver of Auto
Arrested at Cleveland.

CLEVELAND, Ohie, December 22~
At 2 o'clock this morning the poﬁm
located a rooming house In whi

of the seven bandits who ro;::oéw:
branch of the Garfleld Savings EBanic
hers early Friday afternoon of $15,400
had been living with a woman com.
panion. Wrappers from bank note
packages Indicated that the bandits
had been there and divided up their

bandit automoblile have been ar-

COL LEWS

OF MACH

Repeatedly Offered Invention
to U. S.—Calls Pershing’s
Equipment Disgrace.

BEFORE SENATE PROBERS

Col. Tsaac Lewis, inventor of the ma-
chine gun that bears his name, today
told the Senate committee investigating
the alleged shortage in Army supplies
“the whole story” of his efforts to have
the War Department adopt his gun.

First Offered to U. S.

Col. Lewis told the senators that he
did not first oﬂ“er his weapon to the
British. but that while still an active
officer in the Army tried without avail
to persuade the War Department to ac-
cept it,

In beginning his statement Col. Lewis
repudiated a published report gquoting
{ him as stating that he was going to
tell the committee the truth and that
the committee dld not want to hear it

A Pittsburgh reporter, he said, went
to him at Uniontown, Pa., and said Gen.
Crozier was “fdlimflamming™ the com-
mittee,

“That's nothing new; he's been doing
that for fifteen years,” Col. Lewis said
he told the reporter, and declined a fur-
ther statement.

“IDo you want the whole truth about
the Lewis gun?” he asked. “It isn't a
pleasant story to be told in public.”

7 Whole Story Desirea.

ya

Senators Chamberlain and Weeks said
the committes wanted the whole story,
and Col. Lewis begun what he termed
“the story of the Lewis gun'”

“It's not a credit fo the ordnance bu-
reau,” he began. “First of all I want
to deny the report that it was offered
first to the British government.”

Cal. Lewis said he took his invention
to the chief of stafl when he was an
aclive officer.

“*1 wanted to present it to the gov-
ernment,” he said, declaring it was Iin-
vented to use American ammunition.

“Witness after witness had delib-
erately misrepresented that it cannot
use American ammunition,” he said.

Gen. Wood was chief of staff when he
maide his offer of his patents to the
government, he e=aid, declaring that he
had never made the offer in writing,
but had before switnesses,

But One Stipulation.

“Even last June T went to the present
Seeretary and offered him all my in-
terests, without any emolument,” he

Few ]

said. *“The only condition, which 1
ithink was fair, was that the official
jtest should not be made at the Spring-
| fleld arsepal.’”
j When Senator Hitecheock asked if
lany others were interested in his =Zun
vand if they had offered their interests
[to the government, Col. Lewis =said
| stockholders of the Automatic Arms
iCnmpany, who backed his early patent,
were interested.

“Did they offer their interests?" ha was
asked.

“My offer wasn't even considered,” Gol
| Lewis protested. It was turned down
{Rat.”™
| His Offer Renewed.

A letter dated December 11, renewing
| his offer of his gun to Secretary Baker,
{was read by Col. Lewis.
also to turn over all of his share—43 per
|cent—of all royalties
| 00,000 under existing contracts. In the
| letter ol Lewis protested against al-
‘leged injustice of statements by Secre-
{tary Baker regarding the Lewis gun. It

1

ieited success . of the British with his|

larm and declared that of twelve Zep-
peling brought down by the BEritish ten
jwere bagged with Lewls guns.

Ready to Give Royalties.

*“I want it understood that 1 was and
am ready to give my check to the Sse-
retary for my rovaities or my' interest
in the patents’ he said, stating he had
offered his gun repeatedly in 1911, 1912
and often afterward.

I kept it alive,” he saijd.

How he sent his checks for $11,000
and §6,700 of royalty receipis to the
Secretary on certain contracts was de-
tailed by Col. Lewis.

“t3en. Crozier promptly advised
rejection.” he said.

When asked why he was willing to
give his royalties as well as patents
to the government, Col. Lewis an-
swered:

“I suppose it's psvchological. 1 don't
need the money. 1 suppose and hope my
offer ultimately will be accepiled.”

“You simply -wanted patriotically to
help the government and because you
were in the serviesa?” ;

“Yes, I was educated by the govern-
ment. I've been persecuted by the
government., and I want to help the
government,”

The ordnance eguipment
Pershing's forces, he said, is “an out-
rage and a disgrace.” They are with-
out enough machine guns or rifles, he
said, and have heavy artillery only
borrowed from the allies.

That thiz country wouldn't have a
million men in France before 1513 was
stated by Col. Lewis.

its

Gen. Crozier Responsible.

“Who s responsible? he asked”
"Gen. Crozier I more responsible for
inadequate equipmeni of United States
forees than any one'

After reiections-of his patent by the
War Department, Col,
went to Europe, after
the TUnited States
and disgruntled,” expecting to reside
there. A group of Belgian bankers,
he continued, bought the European
rights.

Tests of hig arm here and in Europe

retiring  from
Army, “disgusted

were detailed by Col. Lewis. He pro-
Auced correspondence from Gen,
Seriven, former chief signal officer, in

1912, discouraging tests when produced
by Col. Lewis,

Col. Lewis =ajd his Belgian company,
he founded In 1912, was drifting into
tierman control, and he ousted the
German directors. He went to REir-
mingham, England, and in forty-eight
hours, he stated, closed a contract with
a RBritish firm. The guns used in the
Belgian and British tests, which he
said rzesulted in its acceptance at both
places, were the some original four
models that the signal service refused
to test in 1912,

Designed by Americans.

The ammunition used in the British
tests was of Ameriean design, he said.
Senator Chamberlain asked why the
Army should eppose the Lewis gun and
the inventor said:
“They want to kill
label off 1t
The Browning gun, he said, Is a “pic-
ture, a figment of the imagination.”
“It's true it got through an arsenal
test, but has never been in the field,"™
he continued. *I have never "seen it,
but my associates have.”
Col. Lewis predicted that it would
be ten months hefore it would be possi-
ble to turn out Browning guns in quan-
tity. He sald his zun was superior for
all Army work to the Browning. Sena-
tor Hitchecock referred to breaking of
parts in the Lewis gun in 1913 tests.
“(Oh, vés,"” eald the inventor. “I never
gaw any that wouldn't in tests. The
guns were made, rushed through, in

it, to take the

};nt. Three suspects and the driver of
o

In it he offered

apgregating $2,- |

of Gen. |

Lewis said he|

UARLOTS REACHING
HERE G WEEKS AGD
NOT YET UNLOADED

Material for Contractor on
Government Work Stands
on Tracks in Yard.

DEMURRAGE OF $5 DAILY
MAY BE PAID BY THE U. S.

Freight Piles Up Here So Past‘Bajl-
roads Are Unzsble to Find Room
for Incoming Cars.

At the Pennsylvania railroad freight
yard is a carload of material consigned

work in Washington that reached here~
November 11, twe more that arrived
November 13 and others that arrived
November 20, November 26 and Novem-
ber 28,

Rushed here while gther shipments
were sidetracked, under the priority
orders for government contract sup=-
plies, these carloads of material have
not been unloaded to date. The con-
tractor i= paying £3 a day demurrage
on each of them. If they are for con=
tracts he holds on a “cost plus” basis,
the government, of course, will pay the
bill, and meanwhlle in the face of a
national shortage of freight cars, and

a Washington congestion of freight
consignments, these cars lie useless,
cluttering up the overcrowded track-
age here.

Yards Jammed With Cars.

In the Pennsylvania yards {(utilized
aleo by the Chesapeake and Ohio, the
Washington-Southern and the Southern
railway lines) theres are today 585
cars ready for unloading, and 265 more
cars walting outside the city to be
tracked in here for unloading. Yet, ae-
cording to past performances of Wish-
ington consignees, enly 50 per cent ef
these 585 cars will be unloaded today.

On the average demurrage is pald on
40 per cent of the freight shipped into
Wastington. This means that 40 per
cent of the freight remains in cars or
warehouses after the third day, on
“ihmh the demurrage paymenis be-
gin.

In the Baltimore and Chio yards yester-
day afternoon 430 cars were in position
to be unloaded, and 150 were waiting at
points outside the city to come in. Bui the
situation out there is much better than it
has been and #t is likely that these 150
cars will be brought in today.

Bed Cross Supplies Suffer.

These. are some of the high lights of the
freight jam in Washington which is in-
terfering with consignments of food, foel,
and shipments sorely needed hy Washing-
ton pusiness houses, Even the American
Red Cross, conducting this week a cam-
paign for 10,000,080 new members, 1 worlk
which President Wilson characterized as
an essential factor in carrying on the war,
has been handicapped despite preference
| ordeis given to shipments of its supplies,
| bécause the railroads have been unable Lo
push the cars carrying their membership
campaign material through the tremendous
freight jum in citles all over the country.
_Among these 265 ears waiting to come
in here to be unloaded are 240 cars of
lumber, consigned to contraciors for
'ngvernmcm buililing work, and the
irailroads themselves have taken the ini=-
kuali\'-’ in helping to get this lumber
uniocaded by sesking vacant ground on
{which it can be deposited,

Complaints about the holding up of
learsg in the freight yards of big cities
are not soleiy from Washington. They
have been pouring into various gov-
ernment departments, and today in-
duced the Council of National Defense
te release a statement urging that
consignees secek to remove shipments
more promptly, and also recommending
that cities have snow cleaned from their
streets to facilitate hauling, for the re-
cent snowfall has been an added handi-
cap in freight distribution.

A railroad official in Washington today
stated that the only way to help the rail-
roads reach their highest efficiency is for
consignees (0 co-operate with the railroads
by getting their shipments away from the
vards. There has been much blame upon
the railroads, and wery little attention
paid to this enforeced idleness of cars on
aceount of delays of consignes=z""

One suzgestion mads to the car zervies
commission of the rallroads'- war board
was that in each ecity listz of Consicmees
who had cars unloaded he printed datly,
becouse it was belfevad b s publicity
would do even mora than the demurrags
scharges to compel accepiance of shipments,
But railrond men state that such action
cannot be taken hy them without direct
authority from the Interstate Commerce
Commission,

They hold that to give out such lists
would be violation of the section of the
act creating the commission, which for-
bids disclosure of information which
might be of value to competitors,

“Less-Than-Carleoad’’ Lots.

Another acute problem in Washing-
ton is that of the “less-than-carload™
lots. The warchouses at the Pannsyl-
vania vards have been filled since Sep-
| tember, and almost dally cars must
wait until consigness take awav
P freight they should have received days

i garlier, before these l!.'a‘ﬁ-thall—d:urlﬂud
j lots can be unloaded.
Rallroad men recognize the diffieul-

tv that drayage men in Washington
are having in #-tting teamsters, One
today characterized the situation as
“frightful.” He said all the drayage
concerns here are working to capacity,
ueing all the men they can hire at
100 per cent higher pay than they were
giving a year ago.

While the railroad men are not dis-
posed to comment on the fact, the
records show that delays of the gov-
ernment itself, and of contractors
working for the government, are one of
the handicaps in the Washington
freight tie-up.

There are frequent incidents like that
of a few weeks ago when a shipment
came through with the “blue tag"
priority, and when it arrived two gov-
ernment bureans had to unwind red
tape for ten days to determine who
should remove the consignment.

Even the contractors are not always
to be blamed, a freight official stated,
because in some cases they have sgught
to relieve the situation by arranging
to send lumber on to other points when
it was not peeded immediately hera,

In other cases they had difficulty in
finding storage places for material, and
figured it would be cheaper to leave the
material in the cars and pay demurrage
than to remove it. In this calculation
they did not take into account the press-
ing needs for the cars and the trackage
they were wasting.

Both the Pennsylvania and Baltimors
and Ohiv rtailroads have sent

agents into the Washington fleld to urge
consignees to unl cars, and to advise
them about quick ways of getting ship-
ments away from the yards. Recent bad
the Washington sit-

{Continued on Fourteenth Fage.)

to a contractor for government building .
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